
Sunday, August 1 

 8:00 a.m. Choir for All Ages Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service* - Sanctuary 
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School for Children & Youth - Thornwell 
 10:00 a.m. Thornwell Lecture Series - Family Life Center 
 10:50 a.m. Fellowship Time - Jackson Hall 
 11:15 a.m. Worship Service* - Sanctuary 
 12:30 p.m. One-Day Inquirers Class - Small Dining Room 
 4:00 p.m. Laurel Crest Service - Laurel Crest 
 5:00 p.m. Church-Wide Prayer* and Pray for Our Youth* - Smith Chapel 
 5:00 p.m. Choir for All Ages Rehearsal - P110 
 6:00 p.m. Evening Service* - Sanctuary 
 7:00 p.m. Sunday Supper - Jackson Hall 
 7:15 p.m. Open Gym - Family Life Center 
 

Monday, August 2 

 9:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics & Resistance Training - Family Life Center 
 5:00 p.m. Deacon Chairs - P105 
 5:30 p.m. Diaconate Meeting - P402 
 7:00 p.m. Volleyball - 16 & Older - Family Life Center 
 

Tuesday, August 3 

 7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer - P102 
 8:30 a.m. Staff Prayer - P402 
 9:35 a.m. Ministry Staff Meeting - P402 
 5:30 p.m. Pastoral Care Committee - P303 
 5:30 p.m. Men’s Basketball - 40 & Older - Family Life Center 
 7:15 p.m. Women’s Basketball - 16 & Older - Family Life Center 
 

Wednesday, August 4 

 9:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics & Resistance Training - Family Life Center 
 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study* - Faithful God - T306 
 11:30 a.m. Wednesdays@First* - Jackson Hall 
 5:30 p.m. Intercession@First* - Smith Chapel 
 7:00 p.m. Wednesday Night Summer Fellowship - Wardlaw Auditorium 
 

Thursday, August 5 

 

Friday, August 6 

 9:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics & Resistance Training - Family Life Center 
 12:00 p.m. Recorder Ensemble Rehearsal - P110 
 

Saturday, August 7 

 

* Nursery and preschool childcare is available. 
Please call 799-9062, Ext. 237, for more information. * 
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Worship Service – Broadcast WISW 1320 AM at 11:00 a.m. 
audio streaming at www.firstprescolumbia.org 

8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. Sanctuary 
 

“The Party You Don’t Want to Miss” 
Luke 14:12-24 

Rev. David Lauten (8:30) 
Rev. Duff James (11:15) 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (8:30) 

 

6:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
 

“A Biblical Motivation for Church Planting” 
II Corinthians 5:10-21 

Dr. Alan Avera 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊƳƻƴ 
“Salty Christians” 

Lies and Statistics 

 
This past weekend while ploughing through the (almost 400 pages!) of Saturday’s 
Times (the London “quality” newspaper) I came across an article written by a 
married couple (a psychologist and a psychiatrist). It undermined the biblical view 
of marriage in these words: “Couples with ‘open marriages’ generally rate their 
overall satisfaction (with their relationships and life in general) significantly higher 
than those in conventional marriages.” This was undergirded with the confident 
affirmation that in the UK, “45 per cent of marriages will terminate in divorce.” 
 
“Really?” I thought. But isn’t that the generally agreed statistic? 
 
As a college student I disliked studying statistics. But while statistically challenged I 
believe there is something sinister about this particular statistic. “Sinister.” Yes, 
“sinister.” 
 
Here’s an example of how this statistic works. Say in 2009 in Richland County 
there were 100 weddings and 45 divorces. That means 45% of marriages in 
Richland County end in divorce, doesn’t it? 
 
Naïve Question: Although I know 100 married couples, why do I not know 45 who 
are getting divorced? Naïve Answer: Perhaps 45% of marriages don’t break down 
in divorce. 
 
Following through on our example, it is possible for statistics to paint another 
reality – something like this: Of married couples living in Richland County in 2009, 
45 were divorced. But in Richland County there would be forty-plus years of 100 
weddings per annum. So, allowing for deaths, the real statistic is probably more 
like this: 45 out of 3,000 marriages ended in divorce. By my math this means that 
1.5%, not 45%, of marriages end in divorce. 
 
Of course the statistics are more complex than this. But they are not 43.5% more 
complex! Statistics can be used to create their own reality and sometimes for 
sinister purposes. 
 
So is marriage not under threat? Should we not be concerned about the divorce 
rate? Yes, yes, yes. It has increased over the past fifty years, and marriage is under 
all kinds of subtle, sinister, unbiblical, and illogical threats (but remember it has 
been under attack since Genesis 3!). Why, then, make a fuss about this statistic? 
Because it is so often used to argue that the biblical view of lifelong marriage 
between one man and one woman doesn’t work. It is a thing of the past. “Half of 
marriages break down.” But they don’t. The remarkable truth is the reverse. In 
God’s common grace the vast majority of marriages last for a lifetime. So let’s not 
be intimidated by a misuse of statistics. 
 
Someone might say: “You’re not taking account of ‘living-together’ relationships 
that break down.” No, I am not—but for a reason: they lack the one thing that is of 
the essence of marriage. So it shouldn’t surprise us if they come unstuck—after 
all, the thing they lack is precisely lifelong commitment. Remarkably, where 
couples make that commitment, it tends to last. 
 
Praise God for that, and praise God for marriage! 
 

Sinclair B. Ferguson 



Church Family 

 
Christian sympathy is extended to: 
Kay Herbert in the death of her mother, 
Pat Lowrey, on Tuesday, July 27. 
 
Congratulations to: 
Katherine Easterby and Stephen 
Parrish, who were married on 
Saturday, July 24. 

Spotlight on Special Needs Thornwell Lecture Series 

Church Planting: Stories from the Field 
 

Sunday, August 1, 10:00 a.m. 
Family Life Center 

 
Dr. Alan Avera, Executive Director 

Outreach North America (ONA) 

One-Day Inquirers Class 

 

A one-day Inquirers Class will be held Sunday, August 1. It will begin with a light 
lunch in the Small Dining Room of Jackson Hall after the 11:15 a.m. worship 
service, followed by class sessions until approximately 3:15 p.m. If you are 
interested in finding out more about First Presbyterian Church, contact Rev. Neal 
Mathias (799-9062, Ext. 227; nmathias@firstprescolumbia.org). 

Wednesdays@First 

August 4 
 

Gospel Pioneers 
Resistance Becoming the Norm 

Rev. David Lauten speaking 
 

Lunch begins at 11:30 a.m. 
Program begins at 12:15 p.m. 

Are You Special? 
 
The Random House College Dictionary has several definitions for the word 
“special.” The first is this: “of a distinct or particular kind or character: a special 
kind of key.” Certainly this should be true of all of us who love the Lord Jesus; we 
carry the Gospel key in our hearts! Note the second: “having a particular 
function, purpose, application, etc.: a special messenger.” How true for every 
believer. Still others of us find that we also fit comfortably within the fourth and 
fifth definitions: “distinguished or different from what is ordinary or usual; 
extraordinary; exceptional….” 
 
Many of our valued friends are of the extra-ordinary sort in that they are 
challenged by intellectual disabilities. The better we get to know each one, the 
more we appreciate the unique gifts each brings to our life. Among many other 
blessings, our special friends inspire each of us to develop a servant’s heart, see 
ourselves as God sees us, and, best of all, to trust our Lord simply and totally. We 
just wish more of our church family could have a share in the enrichment these 
exceptional brothers and sisters in Christ bring to our fellowship. 
 
Over the past few months, a small group of people have come together to plan 
and work toward that goal. Our desire is to see those members of First 
Presbyterian Church whom we will call “Friends” (exceptional individuals 
experiencing cognitive delay or impairment), and those whom we will call 
“Mentors” (us ordinary folks), come together at 5:45 p.m. for a special time 
together. Known as Friendship Club, this group is meant for Friends ages eight 
and up, while their family members attend the Sunday evening worship service. 
The plan is for each Friend and their Mentor to share a time of worship through 
Bible study, prayer, and song, as well as craft time, and fellowship with 
refreshments. 
 
Paul encourages us in Romans 12:4-6a: “For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them...” Clearly, 
each of us is special, each of us has needs, and each of us is needed--both the 
“ordinary” and the “extra-ordinary.” 
 
For more information about Friendship Club, contact Jenn Jordan Roberts 
(jennroberts73@gmail.com). 
 
For Christ and His Church, 
Carol Kurlowich and Jenn Jordan Roberts 

Pursuit of Godliness Luncheon 

Summer Treats of Encouraging Testimonies 
 

Tuesday, August 10 

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Jackson Hall 

 
Speaker: 

Vicki Wilkes 
 

Cost: $7.00 
Lunch Reservations due Tuesday, August 3: 

799-9062, Ext. 295 
reservations@firstprescolumbia.org 

 
Childcare Reservations due Tuesday, August 3: 

799-9062, Ext. 237 
hlampman@firstprescolumbia.org 

 
Please join us and bring a friend! 

Update from the Associate Minister Search Committee 

 
The Associate Minister Search Committee continues to meet regularly and is 
diligently continuing its search for the man God has chosen to bring to First 
Presbyterian. Thus far, the committee has received in excess of one hundred 
applications and has listened to hundreds of hours of sermons. Members of 
the committee have also traveled to out-of-town churches to listen to sermons 
preached by certain applicants. 
 
The committee requests your continued prayers and asks that you contact us if 
you know of someone whose qualifications align with those set forth in the 
“Associate Minister Search Committee Information” under the Upcoming 
Events heading on the home page of our church’s website. 

Vesper/Matins Choir 

 
The Vesper/Matins Choir will resume rehearsals on Sunday, August 15, at 
5:00 p.m. in P110 and will resume singing in worship for the 8:30 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday, August 29. 

Chancel Choir 

 
The Chancel Choir will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, August 18, at 
6:30 p.m. in P110 and will resume singing in worship for the 11:15 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday, August 29. 

Youth Chorus 

 
The Music Ministry will be offering an opportunity for all youth from grades six 
through 12 to participate in the First Presbyterian Youth Chorus. The youth 
chorus will sing one Sunday each month, and for the December 19 Advent 
Program, the May Children’s Choirs Concert, and Youth Chorus Concert. 
 
Dr. Daniel Cole will direct the group with the assistance of Elizabeth Coker and 
Roger Keane. Rehearsals are Wednesday afternoons from 4:30-5:15 p.m. in 
P110, beginning Wednesday, August 25. 
 
Youth who have sung in the children’s choirs are strongly encouraged to 
participate, but all youth are welcome to join us in using our voices to praise 
the Lord in song. 
 

For more information, contact Dr. Cole 
(799-9062, Ext. 254; dcole@firstprecolumbia.org). 

Health Notes Seminar with Dr. Asha James 

Wednesday, August 25 
1:30 - 2:45 p.m. 

 
Dr. James will discuss the three most common forms of skin cancer: 

basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, and melanoma. 
She will also discuss sunscreens and what they mean in detail, 

as well as go over sun protection measures, UV radiation, 
and the issues surrounding Vitamin D. 

CEF Bible Club at Brennan Elementary School 

 
Volunteers are needed to help with a new opportunity at Brennan Elementary 
School. Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) is running a Bible club and is in need of 
people to teach Bible memory verses, lead songs, and help behind the scenes. 
The club will begin in late September and will meet on Monday afternoons from 
2:30-3:45 p.m. If you’re interested, please contact Linda Welsford (261-2874). 

Life Change? 

 
If you have moved, or changed phone numbers (home, work, or mobile), 
employers, or email addresses, please let us know so we can update our records. 
This is especially helpful for those members who are on committees or need to 
be contacted by the staff from time to time. Please send your changes by email 
to dbrown@firstprescolumbia.org, or call Donna Brown at 799-9062, Ext. 235. 

Remember Our Missionaries 


